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In 'the  year  that  has  passed  we  have 
received  our  full  pleasure  of  unfavor- 
able  criticism,  hostility  and  abuse.  It 
ls'-sttff-vharged  that  we  are  looking 
backwards  into  the  past.  We  admit 
that  we  place  the  highest  value  upon 
our  history  and  the  lessons  it  teaches 
for  the  future,  and  we  acknowledge 
that  historical  continuity  is  our  great- 
est asset  and  the  basis  of  our  hopes. 
We  are  told  that  our  eyes  are  turned 
toward  the  backward  Orient,  and  we 
answer  that  it  is  only  there  that  the 
genius  of  our  people  will  again  reveal 
itself.  We  recognize  that  the  Jews 
cannot  live  a normal  Jewish  life  and 
develop  along  the  lines  of  Jewish 
thought  and  ideals  in  a non-Jewish 
environment.  Amid  Christian  sur- 
roundings the  fountain  of  Judaism 
either  becomes  a stagnant  pool  or  it 
runs  dry.  The  Zionists  are  convinced 
that  it  is  necessary  to  establish  a Jew- 
ish center  in  Palestine,  where  the  Jews 
will  have  the  opportunity  within  the 


near  future  of  being  in  the  majority. 
The  historic  associations  of  the  land 
will  contribute  greatly  to  a regenera- 
tion of  the  Jewish  spirit  and  the  de- 
velopment of  a normal  Jewish  life. 
Among  the  Jews  scattered  throughout 
the  world  who  will  participate  in  the 
founding  of  this  center  Jewish  con- 
sciousness will  increase  and  Jewish 
life  will  be  quickened.  With  the  cen- 
ter established,  we  shall  have  a 
strengthened  spiritual  bond,  a bond  of 
Jewish  unity,  cementing  the  Jews  of 
the  various  lands.  This  center  will  be 
the  anchor  of  all  Jewish  life.  From  it 
Jewish  thought  and  inspiration  will 
permeate  all  our  scattered  communi- 
ties. 

We  are  attacked  because  the  Zion- 
ist program  does  not  make  any  refer- 
ence to  our  religion,  and  because  there 
are  in  our  ranks  not  only  those  of  all 
shades  of  religious  belief,  from  the 
most  orthodox  to  the  most  reformed, 
but  even  the  non-religious.  It  is  but 
natural  that  this  attack  should  be  made 
by  those  preachers  who,  having  in- 
herited the  spirit  of  mediaeval  inquisi- 
tors, should  be  ready  to  apply  the  ban 


of  excommunication.  For  this  we 
pity  rather  than  condemn  them.  The 
world  has  progressed,  and  Zionists  in 
the  full  spirit  of  modern  toleration  ask 
but  one  question:  “Are  you  a Jew?” 
One  need  sign  no  articles,  need  give 
no  confession  of  faith.  The  mere  dec- 
laration suffices:  “I  am  and  want  to 
be  a Jew.”  Only  him  do  we  exclude 
who,  through  apostasy  or  without  it, 
separates  himself  from  his  people ; for 
Zionism  is  broad,  broad  enough  to  in- 
clude every  Jew. 

But  let  it  not  be  said  that  Zionism 
stands  for  ir religion.  We  are  con- 
vinced that  the  religious  spirit  which 
has  dropped  to  so  lamentable  an  ebb  in 
western  lands  will  flourish  anew  in  a 
Jewish  center  and  yield  abundant 
fruit.  Its  effects  will  be  far-reaching. 
The  religious  life  of  the  majority  of 
Jews  who  would  continue  to  live  in 
Christian  countries  will  still  suffer 
from  the  influence  of  Christian 
thought,  but  it  will  not  suffer  from 
stagnation  or  from  dilution  as  at  pres- 
ent, for  there  will  be  a strong  force 
counteracting  the  anarchy  of  belief 
and  practice  growing  greater  every 


year.  During  the  whole  period  of  the 
Second  Temple,  Palestine  was  not  the 
numerical,  but  the  spiritual,  center  of 
the  Jewish  nation,  yet  it  was  this  cen- 
ter which  cemented  the  Jews  of  the 
Diaspora  into  one  strong  unity ; it 
stimulated  and  directed  Jewish  activi- 
ties outside  of  Palestine,  and  on  its 
own  soil  gave  birth  to  the  religion 
which  later  conquered  the  world. 

In  analyzing  the  reasons  of  many 
who  oppose  Zionism  and  many  more 
who  hesitate  to  join  our  ranks  we  find 
that  one  of  the  chief  motives  lies  in 
fear — in  an  indefinite  fear  of  anti- 
Semitism.  This  is,  unfortunately,  the 
ghetto  spirit  which  has  been  handed 
down  to  those  who  most  decry  the 
ghetto  life.  Forever  dodging  and 
shirking,  they  seek  subterfuges  to 
prove  that  we  are  not  what  we  are, 
what  we  know  we  are,  what  the  world 
knows  us  to  be,  and  what,  by  every 
right  and  title  of  ancestry  and  inherit- 
ance, we  shall  and  must  be — a sepa- 
rate people,  the  Jewish  nation.  And 
all  because  of  the  fear  of  mall  yomru 
hagoyim,  what  the  Goyim  will  say. 
For  that  reason,  and  that  only,  have 


many  of  our  treasured  heirlooms  been 
thrown  away  or  destroyed.  For  that 
reason  have  ingenious  theories  been 
developed,  beautiful  card-houses  been 
built,  whose  only  fault  lies  in  the  fact 
that  they  are  false.  It  is  that  ghetto 
spirit  of  fear  that  preaches  that  the 
Jew  must  separate  himself  from  the 
community  only  in  the  synagogue.  It 
is  that  ghetto  spirit  which  harps  on 
the  Americanization  of  our  immi- 
grants, as  though  Americanizing  were 
only  a matter  of  the  style  of  clothes, 
of  speaking  American  slang  and  of 
throwing  off  Jewish  customs.  It  is 
that  ghetto  spirit  that  has  made  our 
Jewish  institutions  call  themselves 
non-sectarian  and  become  un-Jewish. 
It  is  that  ghetto  spirit  of  dread  which 
teaches  that  all  that  is  distinctive  and 
conducive  to  the  perpetuation  of  our 
separateness  must  be  discarded,  and 
tries  to  delude  the  world  into  the  be- 
lief that  Judaism  consists  only  of  a 
few  conveniently  selected  metaphysical 
and  universalistic  dogmas.  We  are 
happy  that  Zionism  is  free  from  this 
ghetto  spirit,  and  we  have  no  fear  to 
be  Jews  in  faith  and  in  all  else;  to  be 


whole  Jews,  feeling  no  need  to  apolo- 
gize to  anyone  for  what  we  are,  for 
our  position,  for  our  efforts,  our  de- 
sires and  our  hopes.  It  was  only  when 
the  old  and  groundless  charge  was 
made  impugning  our  loyalty  to  this 
country  that  our  Federation  was 
obliged  for  the  sake  of  truth  to  enter 
a vigorous  protest  and  denial.  We 
shall  never  permit  this  charge,  whether 
in  this  form  or  in  any  other,  whether 
casting  doubt  upon  our  patriotism,  our 
loyalty,  or  our  good  citizenship,  to 
pass  without  publicly  denouncing  it  as 
unfounded,  untrue,  un-American,  it 
matters  not  by  whom  made,  whether 
by  anti-Zionist  or  by  anti-Semite. 

This  land  demands  our  complete 
loyalty  and  devotion,  our  highest  ef- 
forts for  its  advancement  in  material 
prosperity,  in  culture  and  in  morals. 
But  it  does  not  demand  that  we  shall 
be  recreant  to  any  duty,  whether  it  be 
to  our  family,  to  our  kin,  to  our  peo- 
ple, here  or  elsewhere. 

No  true  Christian  has  ever  ques- 
tioned our  right  to  be  true  Jews — not 
fractional  Jews,  but  complete  Jews — 
proud  of  a common  and  glorious  past, 


striving  for  a common  and  glorious 
future.  But  I can  already  hear  our 
opponents,  who  are  skilled  in  the  use 
of  well-sounding  phrases,  and  who  can 
cover  up  a vast  emptiness  and  barren- 
ness with  euphemisms  such  as  “occi- 
dental” and  “modernism”  and  “Ameri- 
canization of  immigrants,  at  least  in 
second  and  third  generations,”  I hear 
them  say  that  they,  too,  believe  in  be- 
ing complete  Jews.  When  I speak  of 
fractional  Jews  I am  referring  to  the 
Yom  Kippur  Jews,  to  the  club  Jews, 
to  the  Kaddish  Jews,  and  the  like,  and 
so  I must  explain  more  definitely  what 
we  mean  by  a whole  Jew.  We  mean 
the  Jew  who,  in  his  entire  life  as  well 
as  in  the  synagogue,  lives  a Jewish 
life,  who  feels  himself  a part  of  our 
people  -wherever  scattered,  whatever 
their  stage  of  culture,  whatever  their 
religious  belief  or  its  expression,  who 
feels  sympathy  with  oppressed  Tewrs 
because  they  are  his  brethren,  and  not 
simply  on  humanitarian  grounds,  who 
feels  that  his  own  future  and  the  fu- 
ture of  his  children’s  children  is  in- 
dissolubly bound  up  in  that  of  his 
brethren,  that  not  only  in  calamity, 


but  in  peace  and  prosperity,  they  are 
one,  who  is  not  obliged,  out  of  fear, 
out  of  ai'dus  besoch  cherus  to  cele- 
brate Tishbeav  as  a feast  day,  a Jew 
adorned  by  every  Jewish  virtue,  such  a 
one  we  call  a whole  Jew. 

And  as  Zionism  in  its  ultimate  ful- 
filment will  remove  the  shackles  of  the 
centuries,  give  back  a normal  life  to 
the  Jewish  people,  free  the  Jewish 
spirit  from  its  long  thraldom,  so  the 
Zionist  in  his  striving  for  it  finds  now 
the  possibility  of  becoming  free  and 
whole. 


